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Johan de Witt Scholengroep - IB World School 
Since July 2024, Johan de Witt Scholengroep is an authorized IB World School for the 
Middle Years Programme (MYP) of the International Baccalaureate (IB). 
The reasons to offer the MYP at the Johan de Witt Scholengroep: 

Aligning with Developments in the Neighborhood 
Several primary schools of De Haagse Scholen have started offering the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), including Startpunt International and Basisschool de Springbok. Both 
primary schools are near the locations of the Johan de Witt Scholengroep. There is no 
suitable or seamless continuation in IB education at a secondary school for students from 
these primary schools. The Johan de Witt Scholengroep aligns with the developments in the 
neighborhood and wants to offer students the opportunity to (continue to) follow an IB 
education. 

Increasing Equal Opportunities 
In the Netherlands, there is growing inequality of opportunities. This means that some 
children get fewer chances than others. In the Netherlands, selection and determination 
happen early. Students are selected for different types of schools around the age of twelve 
(in group eight). In many other countries, this happens around 15/16 years. Early selection 
leads to more inequality of opportunities in education. Research shows that there is a greater 
chance that students from a low socioeconomic background, late bloomers, and students 
with a birthday at the beginning of the school year do not end up at the best-fitting education 
level. According to the education council, early selection gives students insufficient opportunity for 
education that matches their capabilities and development. In the IB-MYP at the Johan de Witt 
Scholengroep, students with different primary school recommendations start in the same class. They 
all receive the same education. This ensures that students have more time to develop before it is 
determined at what level they will continue their school career. Moreover, the MYP methodology 
increases students' knowledge. Research shows that increasing knowledge about the world is 
necessary to eliminate students' learning gaps. The one-sided focus on skills teaching and the focus 
on language and mathematics have led to knowledge-poor education and left large groups of 
students with an insurmountable gap. It requires a well-integrated curriculum with targeted 
language education. 

Developing (Global) Citizenship 
Citizenship is an important focus within Dutch education. With the enactment of the 
'Clarification of the Citizenship Assignment to Schools in Primary and Secondary Education' 
law on August 1, 2021, schools are required to formulate a goal-oriented and coherent offer 
for citizenship. Within the IB-MYP, there is a lot of room and attention for citizenship skills. 
This is not only looked at from the Dutch context but also across borders. What does it mean 
to be part of a globalized society? Students learn how they can contribute to a better world. 
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International Baccalaureate 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) is a worldwide organization that creates high-quality 
education programs. The IB consists of several programs for students aged 3 to 19. There 
are IB World Schools all over the world. With their educational programmes, the IB aims to foster 
intercultural understanding in order to create a better world together. 

IB Mission 
 
“The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.” 
 

IB Learner Profile 
The IB-mission forms the basis for our education and how we interact at school. Within the IB 
programs, cognitive development, as well as the social, emotional, and physical development of 
students, are central. Together, we strive to bring out the best in students. This is done 
with a focus on the IB Learner Profile, which consists of ten attributes. Throughout the MYP 
career, students are encouraged and supported by their teachers in developing these ten 
attributes. The Learner Profile ensures that students learn to respect themselves, others, and 
the world around them. 

The Klimwijzer – Essential Learning Agreements 
The JdW Klimwijzer of the Johan de Witt Scholengroep is a guide that helps students 
participate effectively and positively in lessons. This guide explains what is expected of 
student in terms of attitude, behavior, and active participation in the classroom. It 
focuses not only on rules but primarily on building good habits and strengthening 
relationships between students and teachers. By working together and taking responsibility, 
students are encouraged to get more out of themselves and develop the skills needed for success at 
school. Ultimately, the Kijkwijzer helps students 'climb higher' on the school ladder and 
continue their school career successfully. 
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Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
The MYP is intended for students aged 11 to 16 and aims to educate students to become 
active, internationally oriented world citizens. During the MYP, we do this in various ways. 

Integration into subjects 
Education within the MYP-program is organized into 8 subject groups. The programme 
promotes interdisciplinary learning from a strong knowledge base. This helps students make 
important connections between subjects. Integrated education helps students analyse 
complex problems and develop the skills needed to participate in our globalized society. 
Subjects are not taught separately but are interconnected, reflecting how the world works. 
Students learn to think conceptually, allowing them to apply their knowledge to various 
situations. 
 

Subject Group School subjects 

Language acquisition English, French, German, Spanish 

Language & literature Dutch 

Individuals & societies Geography, history, philosophy, economics (from the second year) 

Sciences Biology, physics, chemistry 

Mathematics Mathematics 

Arts Visual arts, dance, theatre, film, music 

Physical & health education Physical education 

Design Technology 

Teaching and Learning in Context 
In the MYP, we encourage you to connect learning at school with the real world. We do this 
by using 'Global Contexts.' The MYP aims for a holistic approach to learning and encourages 
students to link their knowledge and skills to global issues and diversity. By connecting 
learning to contexts of global significance, students learn that they are part of the world's 
population and share responsibility for protecting our earth. 
 
Within the MYP, there are six global contexts: 
 
- Identity and relationships 
- Personal and cultural expression 
- Orientations in space and time 
- Scientific and technical innovation 
- Fairness and development 
- Globalization and sustainability 

 

Conceptual Understanding 
IB education is concept-driven (concept-based learning). This means that education focuses 
on the core concepts of a subject area. Concepts are the basic or fundamental ideas such as 
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principles, theories, ideas, images, laws, structures, or systems that form the basis and 
framework for knowledge building in a discipline. Students use these concepts to explore 
problems and ideas of personal, local, and global significance. 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) 
Approaches to learning (ATL) form the basis for independent learning and stimulate the 
application of knowledge and skills in unfamiliar contexts. By developing and applying these 
social, thinking, research, communication, and self-management skills, students learn how to 
learn. 

Community Involvement 
The IB emphasizes the importance of student involvement in the community and humanity. 
This gives students the opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills for a good cause. The 
Community Project, a core component of the MYP, allows students to practically engage with 
social issues. Students investigate a need within the community, take action to address it, 
and reflect on the process and results. This project promotes the development of 
communication, collaboration, and problem-solving skills. Additionally, it strengthens their 
sense of responsibility and involvement in the world. 
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MYP at the Johan de Witt Scholengroep 
At the Johan de Witt Scholengroep we offer 5 years of the MYP (MYP 1-5). 

MYP 1-ISK is designed for students for whom the transition to secondary education may come a little 
too early. MYP 1-ISK serves as a bridge to facilitate the transition to mainstream secondary 
education. It combines intensive Dutch language support (NT2) with the broader curricular aspects of 
the IB-MYP. This hybrid form of education focuses on strengthening basic skills while simultaneously 
offering a challenging academic framework. The approach in MYP 1-ISK is specifically designed to 
give students the time and resources they need to overcome existing gaps and prepare them for a 
successful future in Dutch education and beyond. After MYP 1, students can progress to MYP 2 or 
regular secondary education (kader, mavo, havo, vwo). 

MYP 2-4 (the first three years of secondary education) are offered in a so called ‘verlengde 
brugperiode’. This means that students with different school recommendations for secondary 
education (schooladvies) are in the same class for three years. Our aim is to help guide every student 
to the highest achievable and best fitting secondary education after three years in the MYP, whilst 
making them world citizens with the knowledge and skills to deal with the challenge and 
opportunities in society. We track our students progress by assessing them on different levels: we 
assess the learning of our students through the IB prescribed subject-group objectives using the MYP 
assessment criteria. In addition, we use the Dutch national criteria (SLO kerndoelen) and lastly, we 
use ‘referentietoetsen’ to track progress in the core subjects (Dutch, Mathematics, English). 
 
MYP 5 is the last year of the MYP. If a student wants (and is able) to continue their MYP education, 
they proceed to MYP 5 after MYP 4. MYP 5 is a preparatory year for the CP or DP. 
 
The CP and DP are diploma programmes of the IB which we want to offer in the near future. 

Johan de Witt Scholengroep offers multiple educational pathways (see figure A) with various decision 
points.  
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MYP within the Dutch Education System 
As Johan de Witt Scholengroep is not an international school, we adhere to the Dutch law on 
secondary education.  
  
In MYP 2 through 4, all lower secondary core objectives are covered, and the national reference 
framework is followed. Upon completing MYP 4, students will have the same knowledge and skills as 
those in the regular lower secondary curriculum. In MYP 5, we prepare students for the IB exam 
programmes (CP or DP). After MYP 5, students can still transfer to a final exam year (havo 5 sprint) or 
pre-exam year (vwo 5) in the regular system.  
 

Multilingualism 
In the Netherlands, many students are multilingual, meaning they use more than one language in 
daily life. At our school, we believe this enriches education and enhances learning. We do not see 
multilingualism as a barrier or disadvantage. On the contrary, students' linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds are actively used in the learning process.  
  
By allowing multilingualism, students can use knowledge previously acquired in their home language 
to continue learning and further develop academic language skills. Recognizing and utilizing the 
various languages spoken by students also enhances language awareness and intercultural 
understanding.  
  
For MYP 1 to 4, Dutch is the official language of instruction. From MYP 5 onward, we switch to 
English to better prepare students for the CP or DP. Students have the opportunity to earn a 
Cambridge English certificate during the year as preparation for the CP or DP (see Cambridge 
English). Of course, we always take students' multilingual backgrounds into account.  
 

Class Schedule 
The Johan de Witt Scholengroep adheres to the subject areas as indicated by the IB.  
Students will find these subject areas in their lesson timetable. In subject areas that comprise several 
regular school subjects, the emphasis or angle of approach will differ per lesson. For example, in 
Individuals & Societies (geography, history, philosophy, economics): One lesson will approach the 
subject from a historical angle and another from a geographical one. This is meant to help students 
understand the complex world.  
 
In the timetable below, you can see how many hours per week are taught in the different subject 
areas in the 2024–2025 school year. Each lesson lasts 70 minutes. 
 

Subject Group Period 1 Period  2 Period 3 

Language and literature 2 2 2 

Language acquisition English 2 2 2 

Language and acquisition French 1 1 1 

Language and acquisition German 1 1 1 

Language and acquisition Spanish 1 1 1 

Personal Project 1 1 1 
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Physical and health education 2 2 2 

Mathematics 2 2 2 

Sciences 1 1 1 

Individuals and societies 3 3 3 

Arts 1 1 1 

Community project 1 1 1 

Design 1 1 1 

Assessment 

In assessment, we take into account the differences between our students. We find it important that 
students can show what they have learned. We do this by using various forms of assessment, for 
example: practical assignments, presentations, tests and exams, peer and self-assessment. 

Within the MYP, both formative and summative assessment are used. 
In formative assessment, students receive feedback on the work they have produced. This allows us 
to regularly evaluate students’ progress and effort and to monitor whether learning objectives are 
being achieved. Summative assessment is used to grade final activities with a mark. Both formative 
and summative assessments are based on specific criteria established by the IB. 

Reports and grades look slightly different in the MYP compared to regular programmes. 
Throughout the school year, students work continuously on improving themselves with the support 
of their teachers. After each term, students receive a Progress Report, which provides insight into the 
student’s learning process up to that point. Only at the end of the school year do students receive a 
grade from 1 to 7 for each subject in their Final Report. These grades represent the level achieved in 
the subject area and are linked to a qualitative description of where the student stands in their 
learning process.  

More information about assessment can be found in our Assessment Policy, available on our website 
(www.johandewittscholengroep.nl).  

Learning Locations 

At the Zusterstraat location, dedicated classrooms are reserved for MYP classes. Most lessons take 
place here. The layout of the classroom matches the teaching approach within the MYP. For the 
subject areas Sciences (Science Lab), Design (Design Lab) and Arts (Arts Lab), students go to our 
locations on the Hooftskade and Glasblazerslaan. Learning therefore takes place in different and 
suitable environments. 

Toddle 

Within the MYP, we use Toddle: an online platform for learning and teaching. This platform is fully 
focused on MYP education. Students can use it to track and monitor their progress, build their 
portfolio, collaborate with other students and access their learning materials. Teachers use Toddle to 
create lesson plans, collaborate with colleagues, give feedback to students, and monitor and track 

http://www.johandewittscholengroep.nl/
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their students’ progress. Toddle is also used by parents, who can follow information about their 
child’s progress in the language of their choice. 

 

Parents’ Afternoon & Project Afternoon 

Parents of MYP students are invited several times during the school year. The purpose of these 
parent evenings varies. Sometimes they focus on discussing students’ progress, and sometimes the 
evening is dedicated to an MYP-related theme, such as assessment, multilingualism, the community 
project, etc. 
In addition, after each term there is a project afternoon (three times per school year). During these 
afternoons, students present what they have been working on and what they have learned. Parents 
are invited to attend these afternoons. 

 


